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Content Acknowledgment

• We will be having frank discussions of substance use/misuse, Substance 
Use Disorder (SUD), infectious disease, and stigma/discrimination that 
people who use drugs (PWUD) and/or people with hepatitis C experience.

• Statistically speaking, there will be people in this space who have 
experienced and/or whose lives have been impacted by substance use, 
Substance Use Disorder, and/or hepatitis C.

• There will also be a wide variety of knowledge of these topics in the space.

• Please take care of yourself however you need.
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Kentucky Needs You

The elimination of hepatitis C in 
Kentucky depends on the efforts of 

Public Health Nurses and 
Local Health Departments 
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Objectives

By the end of this presentation, participants will be able to
1. Describe the current epidemiology of hepatitis C in Kentucky, 

including trends, risk factors, and priority populations.
2. Explain the roles of public health nurses and local health 

departments (LHDs) in advancing hepatitis C elimination across 
Kentucky communities.

3. Identify 3 effective community-based and evidence-based 
interventions that support hepatitis C prevention, testing, and 
treatment.  

4. Examine local collaborative partnerships and community resources 
to address barriers and strengthen linkage to care efforts.
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Making Connections: Syndemic

• Injection drug use and opioid use are risk 
factors for Substance Use Disorder, 
overdose, Hepatitis C Virus (HCV), HIV, 
Hepatitis B Virus (HBV), syphilis, etc.

• If we’re working with someone who uses 
drugs, we are working with someone 
who is at risk of all of these risk factors. 

• We need to be providing education, 
increasing access to care, and decreasing 
stigma for all aspects of the syndemic.
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Local Health Departments: Leaders in Hepatitis C 
Elimination

According to National Association of County and City Health Officials 
(NACCHO, 2020):

“LHDs are local leaders in the prevention, detection, and treatment of viral 
hepatitis. Nearly all reported providing HAV and HBV vaccination (97%, 92%) 
and 43% offer or fund syringe services programs. Most LHDs offer or fund HBV 
and HCV testing (62%, 88%), linkage to HBV and HCV care (67%, 78%), and one-
third (33%) provide or fund HCV treatment. LHDs also promote hepatitis services 
by conducting outreach and education to the community (88%) and local 
healthcare providers (76%).”
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Local Health Departments as Leaders in the Prevention & Elimination of Viral Hepatitis – NACCHO https://www.naccho.org/blog/articles/local-health-departments-as-leaders-in-the-prevention-elimination-of-viral-hepatitisCCHO

https://www.naccho.org/blog/articles/local-health-departments-as-leaders-in-the-prevention-elimination-of-viral-hepatitis
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Public Health Nurses: Well-Positioned to Lead 
Hepatitis C Elimination Efforts
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A community‐based participatory research approach to evaluating and improving hepatitis C risk, knowledge, and stigma associations among people who inject substances in Indiana - Woodward - 2024 - Public Health Nursing - 
Wiley Online Library

https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/full/10.1111/phn.13364#:~:text=Nurses%20are%20well%2Dpositioned%20to%20lead%20these%20efforts,HCV%20knowledge%20and%20the%20populations%20most%20impacted.
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/full/10.1111/phn.13364#:~:text=Nurses%20are%20well%2Dpositioned%20to%20lead%20these%20efforts,HCV%20knowledge%20and%20the%20populations%20most%20impacted.
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Public Health Nurses and LHDs Can…

1. Improve Hepatitis C Awareness and 
Education

2. Perform Hepatitis C Testing

3. Provide Hepatitis C Treatment and/or 
Linkage to Hepatitis C Care

4. Address Barriers to Hepatitis C Care
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Hepatitis C Basics
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What is Hepatitis C?

• HCV (hepatitis C virus) or “hep C”

• A viral infection

• Spread when someone comes into 
contact with blood from a person who 
is infected with hepatitis C4

• A leading infectious cause of death in 
US18

• Leading cause of liver cancer and liver 
transplants4
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Image: cdc.gov/hepatitis-c/index.html
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Hepatitis C and Liver Disease
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https://www.hepatitis.va.gov/hcv/background/natural-history.asp

https://uknow.uky.edu/uk-healthcare/uk-transplant-center-performs-record-number-liver-transplants-2024

https://www.hepatitis.va.gov/hcv/background/natural-history.asp
https://uknow.uky.edu/uk-healthcare/uk-transplant-center-performs-record-number-liver-transplants-2024
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Hepatitis C Prevalence

• Hepatitis C
• Hepatitis C Virus (HCV) is the most common 

blood-borne pathogen²

• Affects approximately 58 million people 
worldwide²

• Affects 1-2% of people in the United States²

• Accounts for the greatest number of deaths and 
highest mortality rate of all viral hepatitis (A, B, 
and C)²
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United States: Acute Hepatitis C Case Rates by 
State/Jurisdiction, 2023
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Centers for Disease Control and Prevention. Viral Hepatitis Surveillance Report – United States, 2023.
https://www.cdc.gov/hepatitis-surveillance-2023/about/index.html Published April 2025. Accessed [April 16, 2025].

Kentucky's 2023 acute HCV case 
rate is third highest in the 

United States.
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Kentucky and The United States, 
Acute Hepatitis C Case Rates, 2012 – 2023
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Kentucky Department for Public Health, Viral Hepatitis Program, Centers for Disease Control and Prevention. Viral Hepatitis Surveillance Report – 
United States, 2023. https://www.cdc.gov/hepatitis-surveillance-2023/about/index.html Published April 2025. Accessed [April 16, 2025].
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Reported Cases Versus Actual Infections
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Core Concepts - HCV Epidemiology in the United States - Screening and Diagnosis of Hepatitis C Infection - Hepatitis C Online
Source: modified from Klevens RM, Liu S, Roberts H, Jiles RB, Holmberg SD. Estimating acute viral hepatitis infections from nationally reported cases. Am J Public Health. 2014;104:482-7.

https://www.hepatitisc.uw.edu/go/screening-diagnosis/epidemiology-us/core-concept/all
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Acute Hepatitis C Case Rate Per 100K by Age and Sex, 
Kentucky, 2015-2023 
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Annual Estimates of the Resident Population for Counties in Kentucky: April 1, 2020, to July 1, 2023
(CO-EST2023-POP-21), U.S. Census Bureau, Population Division; Kentucky Department for Public Health, Viral Hepatitis Program
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Kentucky: Perinatal HCV Exposure

17

KDPH, Office of Vital Statistics
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Risk Factors

• Injection drug use is the 
most commonly reported 
risk factor for hepatitis 
C11

• It is estimated that 
around 40% of people 
with recent history of 
injecting drug use are 
living with hepatitis C

18

Image: https://www.cdc.gov/hepatitis/statistics/2022surveillance/hepatitis-c/table-3.3.htm
https://www.natap.org/2024/HCV/estimating_hepatitis_c_prevalence_in_the_united.878.pdf 

  

https://www.cdc.gov/hepatitis/statistics/2022surveillance/hepatitis-c/table-3.3.htm
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Hepatitis C Transmission

• Hepatitis C is spread when someone 
comes into contact with blood from a 
person with hepatitis C infection.4

• The hepatitis C virus can live outside of 
the body for up to six weeks.22

• Transmission can be microscopic 
amounts of blood (you may not be able 
to see it). 
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This Photo by Unknown Author is 
licensed under CC BY

https://nauka.wiara.pl/doc/6559996.Trzej-noblisci-ktorzy-ujarzmili-wirusa-WZW-typu-C
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/3.0/
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Hepatitis C Transmission
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HCV Testing and Linkage to Care | HCV Guidance

• Using non-sterile equipment to prepare and/or 
inject, inhale, or smoke illicit substances

• Tattooing/piercing using non-sterile equipment 
or procedures

• Sexual contact, especially when blood is present
• Medical procedures with non-sterile equipment
• Needle-stick injuries
• Exposure of infants during pregnancy or birth
• Sharing toothbrushes, razors, nail clippers

https://www.hcvguidelines.org/evaluate/testing-and-linkage
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Transmission, Cont.

• Hepatitis C can NOT be transmitted by sharing 
clothing, eating utensils or food/drinks, 
coughing, hugging, holding hands, kissing, 
breastfeeding.5
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Hepatitis C and Breastfeeding

• According to the CDC, it is safe to 
breastfeed if infected with 
hepatitis C

• There is no documented evidence 
that breastfeeding spreads HCV

• If nipples or surrounding area are 
cracked or bleeding, breastfeeding 
should cease temporarily until 
breasts have healed

22

https://www.cdc.gov/breastfeeding-special-circumstances/hcp/illnesses-conditions/hepatitis-b-c.html

https://www.cdc.gov/breastfeeding-special-circumstances/hcp/illnesses-conditions/hepatitis-b-c.html
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Perinatal Hepatitis C Transmission 

• Perinatal
• The period before, during, or shortly after 

birth
• Refers to both birthing person and baby

• Chronic HCV infection will develop in ~6% 
of all infants exposed during pregnancy or 
delivery

• Most common route of hepatitis C 
transmission in children

• Hepatitis C treatment can begin at 3 years 
old

23

publications.aap.org/aapnews/news/27131/CDC-calls-for-early-testing-for-hepatitis-C-virus?autologincheck=redirected
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Lack of Perinatal Hepatitis C Care

• Often, infants/children that are 
exposed during pregnancy/birth are 
not tested or referred for hep C care.
• Lack of awareness of perinatal 

exposure by pediatric providers
• Lack of regular pediatric care
• Changes in providers
• Changes in living situations (i.e. foster 

care, kinship)

• If left untreated, child could have 
lifelong liver problems

24

publications.aap.org/aapnews/news/27131/CDC-calls-for-early-testing-for-hepatitis-C-virus?autologincheck=redirected
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Symptoms of Hepatitis C

• Can include stomach pain, 
jaundice, feeling tired, dark urine 
or clay-colored stool

• Can take decades to develop

• Keep in mind:
• Even without symptoms, you 

may still have hepatitis C and 
can pass the virus to someone 
else

• Liver damage could be occurring 
at any time during infection

25

cdc.gov/hepatitis-c/signs-symptoms/index.html



Kentucky Department for Public Health

Many people with chronic hepatitis C have 
NO symptoms for a long time.

The only way to know if you have 
hepatitis C is to 

GET TESTED

26

cdc.gov/hepatitis-c/signs-symptoms/index.html
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Hepatitis C Testing

27
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CDC Hepatitis C Testing Guidelines - 2020

28

cdc.gov/hepatitis-c/testing/index.html

Every adult 
should be 

tested at least 
once.

Testing should 
occur during 

every 
pregnancy.

People with risk 
factors should 

be tested 
regularly.
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Testing for Infants Exposed During Pregnancy

• All babies exposed during pregnancy 
should get a hepatitis C RNA test when 
they are 2-6 months old
• Babies may be more likely to get 

pediatric care in the first 6 months of life

• If the infant tests positive, they should be 
linked to care with a provider with 
pediatric hepatitis C expertise

• They may receive hepatitis C treatment 
at 3 years old

29

cdc.gov/nchhstp/director-letters/perinatal-hepatitis-c-testing-recommendations.html
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Universal, Opt-Out Hepatitis C Testing

Hepatitis C Testing should 
be offered at each visit

30
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Risk Activities, Exposures, Circumstances 

• Impact of opt-out HCV testing - people will not always disclose risk factors

31

AASLD/IDSA Recommendations: hcvguidelines.org/evaluate/testing-and-linkage

https://www.hcvguidelines.org/evaluate/testing-and-linkage
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Hepatitis C Testing: Phlebotomy

• Phlebotomy: a needle is used to take blood from 
a vein
• Requires specific training and/or certification
• Usually, blood is sent to an outside lab; results 

can take days or weeks
• Can be done to test for hepatitis C antibodies and 

RNA to confirm whether someone has an active 
hepatitis C infection and needs treatment

• Can be performed in the Local Health 
Department’s Public Health Clinic, Harm 
Reduction Program, mobile unit, an outside lab, 
etc. depending on the facility’s policies

• Can be done up to every 3 months for people with 
ongoing risk factors, such as substance use

32

cdc.gov/hepatitis-c/testing/index.html
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Point-of-Care HCV Antibody Testing

• “Point-of-Care” (POC): the results are provided in the same visit as the test
• OraSure OraQuick® HCV Rapid Antibody Test can tell whether someone has been exposed to 

hepatitis C
• Uses a fingerstick to take blood
• Can be performed by trained Harm Reduction Staff, per facility’s policies
• Should be offered at each Syringe Services Program (SSP) visit
• Can be done up to every 3 months for people with ongoing risk factors, such as substance use

33

OraQuick Hepatitis C Test

https://orasure.com/products/OraQuick-HCV.html
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Approved in 2024: Point-of-Care HCV RNA Testing

• Cepheid CLIA Waived Xpert® Point-of 
Care HCV RNA (Confirmatory)Test 
• Authorized by FDA in 2024

• Fingerstick can be done by trained 
staff

• RNA Results in 41-60 minutes: Can tell 
whether someone has active infection 
and needs treatment

• Can reduce time and steps to hepatitis 
C treatment

34

Image from: Xpert HCV

https://info.cepheid.com/l/287772/2024-12-12/3bw41t?utm_medium=cpc&utm_source=google&utm_campaign=2025-NAM-US-EN-CHILD-PPC-SEARCH-VIR-HCV&utm_term=xpert%20hcv&LeadCampaignID=701Nu00000HPFyBIAX&gad_source=1&gad_campaignid=21730790372&gclid=Cj0KCQjw_L_FBhDmARIsAItqgt7zNczzd-bSN-fxu3cIXaolRQMEjYlbK3vhEkGf9Ohbs9tMZvK5VUgaAo_oEALw_wcB
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Negative HCV RNA Test: Education

• Education
• If recently exposed, 

retest
•Harm reduction 

»prevent 
transmission

•Vaccination (hep A/B)
• Regular testing if 

ongoing risk factors

35

https://www.cdc.gov/hepatitis-c/hcp/diagnosis-testing/index.html
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Positive HCV RNA Test: Linkage

• Education
• Harm reduction 

»prevent transmission
»reduce liver disease 

progression 
• Vaccination (hep A/B)

• Pretreatment labs/tests 
are needed

• Linkage to treatment 
(not just referral)

36

https://www.cdc.gov/hepatitis/hcv/pdfs/hcv_flow.pdf
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Transition to Electronic Reporting

Reportable hepatitidies

Historically paper or PDF: EPID 394 or EPID 200 

NEW: DDE (Direct Data Entry) Forms via KHIE 
(Kentucky Health Information Exchange)
• Adult Acute hepatitis A, B, C
• Positive Pregnant Female - HCV
• Perinatal Hepatitis C (child)

Email KHIEsupport@ky.gov to be onboarded for DDE if 
your facility does not currently use it. 

See website for more information: Direct Data Entry 
(DDE) – KHIE

37

mailto:KHIEsupport@ky.gov
https://khie.ky.gov/Public-Health/Pages/Direct-Lab.aspx
https://khie.ky.gov/Public-Health/Pages/Direct-Lab.aspx
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Hepatitis C Treatment 
and Linkage
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Today's Hepatitis C Treatments

39

Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (2022). Too Few People Treated for Hepatitis C: Reducing Barriers Can Increase Treatment and Save Lives. https://www.cdc.gov/vitalsigns/hepc-treatment/index.html

• Have cure rates of more than 95%
• Are easy to take and have few 

side effects
• Are covered by most health insurance
• Should not require sobriety
• Are pills taken daily
• Are completed in 8-12 weeks

https://www.cdc.gov/vitalsigns/hepc-treatment/index.html
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HCV Treatment in the US

40

https://www.cdc.gov/media/releases/2022/s0809-hepatitis-treatment.html

•Less than 1 in 3 people with health 
insurance receiving DAAs within a year 
of diagnosis.

•Treatment is lowest among patients in 
Medicaid plans.

•Less than 1 in 4 Medicaid recipients 
(23%) being treated within a year of 
diagnosis.

•Medicaid recipients in states that restrict 
access to hepatitis C treatment are 23% 
less likely to receive treatment than 
Medicaid recipients in states without 
restrictions.

https://www.healthcare.gov/medicaid-chip/
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Barriers to Hepatitis C Care

41

Provider Barriers
• Lack of awareness/knowledge
• Not enough testing
• Not enough treatment providers
• Stigma

Patient Barriers
• Lack of awareness/knowledge 
• Lack of transportation
• Unstable housing
• Lack of technology (internet, phone, etc.)
• Past negative experiences with healthcare

It is important to recognize, and wherever possible, decrease barriers.
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Pretreatment Laboratory Testing

• Can Be Done at LHD by Public Health Nurses, With Orders
• Quantitative HCV RNA (HCV viral load)

• HIV antigen/antibody test

• Hepatitis B surface antigen 

• Complete blood count (CBC)

• Hepatic function panel (i.e., albumin, total and direct bilirubin, 
alanine aminotransferase [ALT], and aspartate aminotransferase 
[AST])

• Calculated glomerular filtration rate (eGFR) 

• Serum pregnancy testing for women of childbearing age

42

https://www.hcvguidelines.org/sites/default/files/full-guidance-pdf/AASLD-IDSA_HCV-Guidance_TxN-Simplified-Tx-No-Cirr_e.pdf
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Simplified Treatment for Treatment Naïve Patients

43

https://www.hcvguidelines.org/sites/default/files/full-guidance-pdf/AASLD-IDSA_HCV-Guidance_TxN-Simplified-Tx-No-Cirr_e.pdf

• Can Be Done at LHD by MDs or APRNs 
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2025 AASLD Guidelines for Treatment Naïve Patients

44

https://www.hcvguidelines.org/sites/default/files/full-guidance-pdf/HCV%20Test%20and%20Treat%20Final%20011725.pdf

Test and Treat - 
Initial Visit:

Test and Treat - 
Follow-up Visit 
4 weeks after 
completion of 
therapy:

https://www.hcvguidelines.org/sites/default/files/full-guidance-pdf/HCV%20Test%20and%20Treat%20Final%20011725.pdf
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KY Hepatitis Academic Mentorship Program (KHAMP)

45

kyrha.org/khamp

• For providers throughout Kentucky who 
are interested in providing hepatitis 
C services in their local communities

• Training program that is easily accessible, 
regardless of location

• Provides one-on-one, ongoing mentorship 
and support

Kentucky Rural Health Association (KRHA) Program

https://kyrha.org/khamp


Kentucky Department for Public Health

HCV Treatment through Clinic Partnerships

• Telehealth Partnerships
• Partnerships with HCV Treatment 

Providers in Local Community
•Primary Care (Federally Qualified 

Health Centers, Community Health 
Centers, etc.)
• Substance Use Treatment Clinics
•Mobile Clinics

46
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Healthcare Provider Stigma

47

Bielenberg J, Swisher G, Lembke A, Haug NA. A systematic review of stigma interventions for providers who treat patients with substance use disorders. J Subst Abuse Treat. 2021 Dec;131:108486.

“Stigma surrounding substance use disorders (SUDs) is a frequently cited barrier to 
treatment engagement. 

Research consistently demonstrates that healthcare professionals’ attitudes towards 
patients with addiction problems are often negative and may adversely impact service 

delivery.”
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Addressing Barriers: Stigma

48

Image: shutterstock.com - 2293751923

• When people experience 
stigma from healthcare 
providers, they become less 
likely to seek care when they 
need it.

• People who experience stigma 
are often unable to get what 
they need to stay healthy.
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Infectious Disease Stigma

49

HCV is often associated with perceived, current, or past 
substance use.

»Stigma can contribute to people avoiding HCV testing and 
treatment

– Internalized Stigma
• Fear of giving HCV to friends/family

– External Stigma
• Healthcare workers - discrimination

• Friends/Family

• Society
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Decrease Stigma: 4 Recommendations 

50

1. Recognize and 
whenever possible, 
decrease barriers.

2. Use person-first 
language.

3. Be aware of 
non-verbal 

communication.

4. Acknowledge 
mistakes and 

apologize.
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Language is Important

51

https://endthesyndemictn.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/08/Language-Guide-2.0.pdf
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Substance Use Stigma

52

• People Who Use Drugs
• are seeking health care.
• are doing their best.
• are parents, siblings, children, colleagues, 

friends, community members...
• care about their health.
• deserve to 

➢ have their pain managed.
➢ receive high quality health care.
➢ live.

• Substance Use Disorder (SUD)

• could affect anyone.

• is not the lack of willpower.

• is a mental health condition, not a crime.

• is treatable.

• There are many evidence-based 
treatments for SUD, including 
Medications for Opioid Use Disorder 
(MOUD).
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Stigma and Linkage to Care

53

• Offering hepatitis C services (testing, treatment) 
on-site in Local Health Departments

• Being aware of and regularly updating a list of 
person-centered hepatitis C treatment providers

• Providing warm hand-offs to hepatitis C 
treatment providers

• Helping make phone calls

• Accompanying when appropriate

• Ideally, Peer Supports are engaged at every step
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Evidence-Based Intervention: Peer Support

54

Image: Value of Peers Infographics: General Peer Support

Sione Crawford, Nicky Bath, Peer Support Models for People With a History of Injecting Drug Use Undertaking Assessment and Treatment for Hepatitis C Virus Infection, Clinical Infectious Diseases, Volume 57, Issue suppl_2, August 2013, Pages S75–S79, https://doi.org/10.1093/cid/cit297

Stagg, H.R., Surey, J., Francis, M. et al. Improving engagement with healthcare in hepatitis C: a randomised controlled trial of a peer support intervention. BMC Med 17, 71 (2019). https://doi.org/10.1186/s12916-019-1300-2

Peer support models have been proven effective in increasing hepatitis C 
awareness, testing, and treatment uptake and engagement.

https://www.samhsa.gov/sites/default/files/programs_campaigns/brss_tacs/peer-support-2017.pdf
https://doi.org/10.1093/cid/cit297
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Linkage to Hepatitis C Care

1. Offer harm reduction education
2. Recognize and address barriers
3. Provide warm handoffs
4. Follow up and provide support 

as needed

58
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What is Harm Reduction?

59

“Harm reduction is a proactive 
and evidence-based approach to 
reduce the negative personal and 
public health impacts of behavior 
associated with alcohol and other 

substance use at both the 
individual and community levels.”

samhsa.gov/find-help/harm-reduction

https://www.samhsa.gov/substance-use/harm-reduction
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Addressing Barriers: Harm Reduction Education
• Avoid sharing syringes, pipes, straws, or any equipment/surfaces used to 

prepare drugs.

• Utilize syringe service programs.

• Use condoms or other barrier methods and lubricant during sex.

• Utilize professional shops for tattoos/piercings. Use sterile equipment. 

• Avoid sharing toothbrushes, razors, nail clippers, and other hygiene 
supplies, especially in congregant settings (jails, etc.).

• GET TESTED, potentially regularly depending on risk factors.

• GET CURED if diagnosed with hepatitis C – talk to a healthcare provider.

• DON’T WAIT, early treatment can prevent further liver damage and 
transmission.

• Communicate with healthcare providers, sexual partners, family 
members.

• Reinfection Prevention = Harm Reduction

60

Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (n.d.). Hepatitis C Prevention and Control. https://www.cdc.gov/hepatitis-c/prevention/. Image: CDC

https://www.cdc.gov/hepatitis-c/prevention/
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Hepatitis C Harm Reduction Educational Materials

61

PDFs of Educational Materials: https://redcap.chfs.ky.gov/surveys/?s=8MCCEFAKTN4WA9FA 

https://redcap.chfs.ky.gov/surveys/?s=8MCCEFAKTN4WA9FA
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Addressing Barriers: Health Insurance

KYNECT Benefits: https://kynect.ky.gov

• Check eligibility and apply for Health Coverage, Benefits, 
Resources

• On-site KYNECTors or assistance with phone call or online 
application

Kentucky Prescription Assistance Program (KPAP)
• KPAP helps qualifying individuals identify sources of free 

and low-cost medications offered by pharmaceutical 
companies, potentially including treatment for hepatitis C

• KPAP Hotline: 1-800-633-8100 Mon.-Fri. 8am to 4pm EST

• Email to become an advocate​: Jennifer.ToribioNaas@ky.gov​

62

Kentucky Prescription Assistance Program - Cabinet for Health and Family Services

KPAP Website:

https://www.chfs.ky.gov/agencies/dph/dpqi/hcab/Pages/kpap.aspx
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Addressing Barriers: Transportation, Housing, Technology

• Transportation/Technology
• Gas cards, bus passes
• On-site hepatitis C testing and treatment
• Walk-in appointments

• Housing
• Connection to housing assistance programs
• Lockers on-site for medication storage
• Medications can be mailed to Local Health 

Departments
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Image: https://www.facebook.com/solutionshealthinc
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Referral to Hepatitis C Treatment
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Image: https://images.app.goo.gl/wZ3PJGQD6iGrvVXZ7 

• Often a simple referral is not 
enough on its own to get someone 
linked to hepatitis C care
» Letters/phone calls don’t reach 

patients
» Scheduling difficulties

• Enhanced linkage can help to 
address and overcome barriers
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4. Follow up
Help plan for success

2. Figure out what barriers people are facing and help brainstorm ways to address them

Linkage for Positive HCV RNA Tests

3. Advocate
For hepatitis C care and co-location to decrease barriers For patients when they are experiencing stigma/discrimination

2. Provide warm hand-offs.
Explain the process Help make phone calls Assist in arranging transportation Accompany when appropriate

1. Find out where people can get testing and treatment for hepatitis C locally.
Keep regularly updated list of local providers

Be familiar with local providers: non-
stigmatizing, person-centered care

Where to get confirmatory testing, treatment
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If appointments are missed, why?
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Gathering Hepatitis C Data
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cdc.gov/hepatitis-c/testing/index.html

Was patient 
offered HCV 

education and 
testing at each 

visit?

Was patient 
tested for HCV 

Antibodies with 
Reflex to HCV 

RNA?

Was HCV 
treatment and/or 

linkage to HCV 
care provided and 

successful?
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Opioid Settlement Funds 

Opioid Settlement Funds

• Commission Teva Global Opioid Settlement Agreement (2023) – Exhibit E, Schedule B 
Approved Uses (H, 10): PREVENT OVERDOSE DEATHS AND OTHER HARMS (HARM 
REDUCTION)

"Support efforts to prevent or reduce…opioid-related harms through…strategies 
that may include, but are not limited to, the following:“
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Principles for the Use of Funds From the Opioid Litigation https://apps.legislature.ky.gov/law/statutes/statute.aspx?id=52961 https://nationalopioidsettlement.com/wp-content/uploads/2023/02/TEVA-Exhibit-
E.pdf opioidsettlementguides.com/kentucky

https://opioidprinciples.jhsph.edu/
https://apps.legislature.ky.gov/law/statutes/statute.aspx?id=52961
https://nationalopioidsettlement.com/wp-content/uploads/2023/02/TEVA-Exhibit-E.pdf
https://nationalopioidsettlement.com/wp-content/uploads/2023/02/TEVA-Exhibit-E.pdf
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Resources: Learning More About Hepatitis C

• CDC https://www.cdc.gov/hepatitis-c

• NASTAD https://nastad.org/teams/hepatitis 

• OraSure OraQuick® HCV Rapid Antibody Test Training 
https://orasure.com/products/training/OraQuick-HCV-Training.html

• National Harm Reduction Coalition https://harmreduction.org/issues/hepatitis-c

• Hepatitis Education Project (HEP) https://hep.org

• NACCHO Viral Hepatitis Resources https://www.naccho.org/programs/community-
health/infectious-disease/hiv-sti/viral-hepatitis

• National Viral Hepatitis Roundtable https://nvhr.org

• HepVu https://hepvu.org
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Resources: Finding Hepatitis C Testing and Treatment
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CDC  
HCV Treatment Locator

GetTested.cdc.gov
Kentucky Syringe 
Service Programs

CDC - Find HCV/STI Testing: gettested.cdc.gov  
Kentucky Syringe Service Programs: chfs.ky.gov/agencies/dph/dehp/hab/Pages/kyseps.aspx
CDC - HCV Treatment Locator: cdc.gov/hepatitis-c/treatment/index.html#cdc_treatment_get_teatment-treatment



Kentucky Department for Public Health

Hepatitis C Elimination: Let's Finish Him Off!
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Image: https://natap.org/2014/HCV/1s2.0S0166354214002149main.pdf

http://imagehttps/natap.org/2014/HCV/1s2.0S0166354214002149main.pdf
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HCV Elimination in Kentucky Communities

• Local programs, not simply statewide 
efforts will ultimately be more successful 
in progress towards hepatitis C elimination 
and other syndemic-related improvements

• Local efforts will ensure culturally and 
geographically relevant solutions
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Thank You!

dia.obonyo@ky.gov claire.holladay@ky.gov

claire.holladay@ky.gov

christina.dagostino@ky.gov

christina.dagostino@ky.gov

Jordan.murphy@ky.gov

Jordan.murphy@ky.gov

katie.gardner@ky.gov

katie.gardner@ky.gov

VHP@ky.gov

Viral Hepatitis Program Staff

• Program Lead: Dia Obonyo dia.obonyo@ky.gov

• Epidemiologist III: Claire Holladay claire.holladay@ky.gov

• Epidemiologist II: Christina D’Agostino christina.dagostino@ky.gov

• Perinatal Coordinator/Epi: Jordan Murphy Jordan.murphy@ky.gov

• Program Coordinator: Katie Gardner katie.gardner@ky.gov

Viral Hepatitis Program Email: VHP@ky.gov 

Viral Hepatitis Program Website: chfs.ky.gov/agencies/dph/dehp/idb/Pages/vhp.aspx
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VHP Educational MaterialsVHP Email List VHP Data Request

VHP Website:

mailto:dia.obonyo@ky.gov
mailto:claire.holladay@ky.gov
mailto:claire.holladay@ky.gov
mailto:christina.dagostino@ky.gov
mailto:christina.dagostino@ky.gov
mailto:Jordan.murphy@ky.gov
mailto:Jordan.murphy@ky.gov
mailto:katie.gardner@ky.gov
mailto:katie.gardner@ky.gov
mailto:VHP@ky.gov
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