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%wr, septic system is your responsibility!

1dd you know that as a homeowner you're responsible for maintaining
vour septic system? Did you know that maintaining your septic
sysiem protects your investment in your home? Did you know that

vou should periodically inspect your system and pump out yvour septic tank?

If propedy desigmed, constructed, and
maintained, your seplic systemn can
pru\'lde lon glerm, effective treatment

of household wast ewater. Il VOur :seplic
system isn't mantamed, vou might need
tir l't."lldl."l.‘ it, costing vou thousands of
dollars. A malfunctioning system can
contaminate groundwater that might be
a source of drmking water. And if you
sell your home, vour seplic system must

l:n.' in gcml.'l mn'king (n‘t'lt‘l'.

rotect Your Septic System

Inspect your system (every 3 years) and pump your tank as necessary

(generally every 3 1o 5 years).
Use water efficiently.

Don’t dispose of household hazardous wastes in sinks or toilets.

Core for your drainfield. Avoid driving or parking vehicles on your
drainfield. Plant only grass over and near your drainfield 1o avoid

domage from roofts.

How does it work?

A typical septic system has four main componenis: a pipe from the home, a septic tank, a

drmuﬁelr.l. and the soil. Microbes in the soil Lllgt':-l or emove mosl contaminants rom wastewaler

before it eventual }\ reaches ;‘;ruunt]w:iler,

The septic tank 15 a buried,

watern Hlll container typica “\' made
of concrele, r"m[!_.{lu:-a, or ]'}lll_\'l‘tl]-
)'lene. It holds the wastewater |-|ng
enough to allow solids to settle out
(forming sdudge) and ol and grease
to Moat to the surface (as scum). I
also allows !Jartlul decu{:lpuslliu}l of
the solid matenals. Compartments

and a T-shaped outletin the septic

tnllk prevent the h]ullgr .-uui scum from I!‘kl\'lllu
the tank and Ir.n'r-lum into the drainheld area.
Screens are also recommended to keep solids

from entering the drainfield.

The wastewater exts the sephlic tank .'1||(| is
discharged into the drainfield for further treat-

menl IJ}' the sail.

I\'Iu'nmr;::mmlu:« i the soil pm\'lth* linal trear.
ment by removing harmful bacteri, viruses, Groundwater

and nutrients,

gl fizle

] Soil

W@ should | maintain my sepfic system?

A key reason to maintain your septic system 1s to save money! Failing septic sysiems are expen-

sive to tepair or replace, and poor maintenance is often the culpit. Having your septic system

inspected (at least every 3 years) is a baigain when you consider the cost of replacing the entire

system. Your system will need pumping every 3 lo 5 vears, depending on how many people live

inthe house and the size of the system. An unusable septic system or one in disrepair will lower

yaur property's value and could pose a legal liability.

Other good reasons for safe treatment of sewage include preventing the spread of infection and

disease and protecting water resources. Typical pollutants in household wastewater are nitroger,

phosphorus, and disease-causing bactenia and viruses, Nitrogen and phosphorus are aquatic

plant nutrients that can cause unsightly algae blooms, Excessive nitrate-mirogen in dinkmg water

can cause pregnancy complications, as well as methemogobinemia (also known as blue baby syn-

drome) in infancy. Pathogens can cause communicable diseases through direct or indirect body

contact or ingestion of contammated water or shellfwsh. If a septic system 1 working propely, it

will effectively remove most of these pollutants,

ow do | maintain my septic system?

Pump frequently
You should have your sephc system msm‘cted at least
every 3 years by a professional and vour tank pumped

As necessary (',L{I.'Ill'm“,\' every 305 years).

Use water efficiently
Average indoor water use in the typical single-family
home is almost 70 gallons per person per day.
Dripping faucets can waste about 2,000 gallons of
walter each year. Leaky wilets can waste as much as
200 gallons each day. The more water a household

m conserves, the less water enters

Notin
\

w = Flush responsibly

Dental floss, feminine hygiene

the septic system,

o products, concdoms, diapers,
cigaati |

\ s, | cotton swabs, cigarette bults,
1 vl

e

| protucts ! ;
\ Ki"er’ | towels, and other kitchen and
ousenod ‘_";’:iﬁi';‘,,. bathroom items can clog and
o, il DOSTCY ) ; ;
Srone, pant, & patentially damage septic

system components, Flushing
household chemicals. gasoline, oil, pesticaides, antifreeze,

and Paunt can stress or d('n'lm_\' the b||||uuj('n| treatment

taking place in the system or might contaminate surface

witers and gl'numlwalcsr,

| coffee grounds, cat litter, paper

se Water Efficiently!

Fill the bathtub with only as
much water as you need

Turn off faucets while shaving
or brushing your teeth

Run the dishwasher and
clothes washer only when
they're full

Use toilets to flush sanitary
waste only (not kitty litter,
diapers, or other trash)

Make sure all faucets are
completely turned off when
not in use

Maintain your plumbing to
eliminate leaks

Install aerators in the faucets
in your kitchen and bathroom

Replace old dishwashers,
toilets, and clothes washers
with new, high-efficiency
models

For more information on water
conservation, please visit
www.epa.gov/owm/water-
efficiency




