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BRFSS
What is BRFSS?

Where does this data come
from?

Who uses this data?

How is this data collected?



Who Uses BRFSS Data?
 State and local government

 CDC programs

 Government agencies

 Universities – faculty & students

 Research organizations

 Health professionals in nonprofits

 Insurance companies

 Managed care organizations

 Businesses

 Public

 Even elementary and middle school students!



Data Collection Process
• Standardized methodology for

collection and analysis

• All states use core questionnaire

• Allows for state-to-state comparisons

• Allows for local-to-local comparisons

(SMART BRFSS)





Mode of Data Collection
 Landline Phone (Done since 1985)

 Cell Phone (Started in 2009)

 Mail Survey to Non-Respondents (in pilot phase)

 Web-based Survey to Non-Respondents (in pilot
phase)

 Face-to-Face interviewing (Piloted only in
Kentucky)



Geographic Strata Used



Louisville CPPW Project

Sampling Plan
Three strata:
1. Twelve neighborhoods
2. Hispanic population
3. Rest of Louisville

Source: Louisville Metro Department for Public Health & Wellness



BRFSS Hispanic Project




