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A new Medicaid program for Kentucky children and youth with complex, unmet behavioral health needs.
                   Who the CHILD Waiver Helps

 Launching January 2026
The Community Health for Improved Lives and Development (CHILD) Waiver is a new Kentucky Medicaid program designed to help children and youth with significant behavioral health or developmental challenges get the services they need, while staying at home and living in their community.



Children and youth: 
· Under age 21.
· With significant behavioral health or developmental needs. 
· Who need a level of care similar to what would be provided in a psychiatric residential treatment facility, intermediate care facility for individuals with intellectual disabilities (ICF/IID), or hospital.
· Who can be safely supported at home or in the community with the right services and who have exhausted other service options.











     What Services are Covered?
If your child qualifies, the CHILD Waiver can provide:
· Case management. 
· Respite.
· Community living supports. 
· Environmental and minor home modifications.
· Clinical therapeutic services. 
· Supervised residential care.





       How Do I Know if My Child Qualifies
Eligibility is based on your child’s needs for care. Your child must also meet additional criteria related to the intensity of their support needs. Your child may qualify if they:
· Would otherwise be admitted to a hospital or ICF/IID to meet their needs or could benefit from an alternative to inpatient care.
· Are unhoused or at risk of being unhoused due to their support needs.
· Have had multiple foster care placements in the last year related to their care needs.
· Have frequent emergency service or justice system contact due to behavioral or medical needs.
· Are preparing to leave a residential treatment facility or similar institution within the next 30 days.
· Meets criteria for serious emotional disturbance, intellectual/developmental disabilities, or co-occurring conditions.
Your child must meet both the level of care criteria and additional eligibility requirements outlined in the waiver. An assessment process will help determine eligibility.









If the 1915(c) CHILD Waiver is a better fit for your child’s needs, they may be transferred from another waiver. If your child receives managed care organization services and wants to opt into the CHILD Waiver, they will transition to traditional Medicaid. However, you can continue to receive other Medicaid State Plan services, pharmacy services, and school-based services. You may continue to get waiver services from the same provider if they are a participating CHILD Waiver provider. The CHILD Waiver is designed to expand options, not take away what’s already working.
Will This Replace My Current Services?

 When and How Can I Apply?
The application process is anticipated to begin in January 2026. You’ll be able to apply online or with help from a behavioral health provider. More information will be available soon about how to apply and where to go for help.

Where Can I Learn More?
[image: ]Email: 1915cwaiverhelpdesk@ky.gov
[image: ]Phone: (844) 784-5614
[image: ]Website: https://www.chfs.ky.gov/agencies/dms /dca/Pages/child.aspx 
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