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Gov. Beshear: Vaccination Sites Can Administer Pfizer-
BioNTech COVID-19 Vaccines to Kentuckians Ages 12-15 

Starting Tomorrow 
Approximately 231,000 adolescent Kentuckians will soon be able to receive 

a #ShotofHope 

FRANKFORT, Ky. (May 12, 2021) – On Wednesday, Gov. Andy Beshear 
announced state vaccination sites can administer Pfizer-BioNTech COVID-19 
vaccines to Kentuckians age 12 to 15 starting tomorrow, May 13. 

The Governor’s announcement was made on the heels of the U.S. Food and Drug 
Administration’s (FDA) emergency use authorization, which supports use of the 
Pfizer-BioNTech COVID-19 vaccine among those 12 years of age and older, and 
subsequent approval for the usage among younger Americans from the U.S. 
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention. 

https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__lnks.gd_l_eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDAsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMTA1MTIuNDAzODM1OTEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3d3dy5mZGEuZ292L25ld3MtZXZlbnRzL3ByZXNzLWFubm91bmNlbWVudHMvY29yb25hdmlydXMtY292aWQtMTktdXBkYXRlLWZkYS1hdXRob3JpemVzLXBmaXplci1iaW9udGVjaC1jb3ZpZC0xOS12YWNjaW5lLWVtZXJnZW5jeS11c2UifQ.7J3y624b4IwvI1ymhONbubONXJRLw55uvngVLQXcJkc_s_1508855173_br_106289650229-2Dl&d=DwMFAA&c=jvUANN7rYqzaQJvTqI-69lgi41yDEZ3CXTgIEaHlx7c&r=r1QYQjT2ANkf7NwbV8quJH3nnVCa6SpE7oRYMVFJ_uA&m=8pAn9b200uORoUwtxgtSLQinscuXLgYF0VMJQqzKQN8&s=-Bi3LyO0tULJqAUaEV04nujlb2MIematSlOYbvJSpKg&e=


“Starting tomorrow, more Kentuckians will have the opportunity to receive a 
COVID-19 vaccine and further protect themselves and those around them from 
this dangerous virus,” said Gov. Beshear. “We’ve seen new COVID-19 cases 
decline as more and more vaccines have been administered. Now, many 
Kentucky children and young teens have a chance to roll up their sleeves and 
become heroes for their communities by receiving their shot of hope.” 

According to a report from the Kaiser Family Foundation, approximately 231,000 
Kentuckians are in the 12-15 age group, which makes up roughly 5% of the state’s 
total population. 

Among the three highly effective COVID-19 vaccines that are available, the Pfizer-
BioNTech vaccine is the only option for individuals 12-17 years of age. Consent 
from a parent or legal guardian is required in order for the vaccine to be 
administered to those who are 12-17 in Kentucky. 

During Monday’s briefing on COVID-19, Gov. Beshear and Dr. Steven Stack, 
commissioner of the Kentucky Department for Public Health, announced the 
state’s transition to a federal website – vaccines.gov – that allows Kentuckians to 
search nearby vaccination sites and filter the search by vaccine brand: Pfizer-
BioNTech, Moderna and/or Janssen/Johnson & Johnson. To watch a video 
demonstration of the site, click here. 

“COVID-19 vaccines are readily available and we are shifting to focus on 
delivering vaccines as close to individuals as possible to provide easy access for 
Kentuckians in their communities,” said Dr. Stack. “Over the next couple of weeks, 
we will have an added focus on broadening the distribution of Pfizer to vaccination 
sites such as primary care and pediatric offices.” 

Dr. Stack added that the state is now reaching people who might have more 
questions about getting vaccinated. The Kentucky Department for Public Health 
emphasized that: 

• Children are less likely to develop severe illness from COVID-19, however, 
they can spread COVID-19 to others even when they are asymptomatic or 
have mild symptoms. Therefore, vaccinating 12- to 15-year-olds will help 
protect more vulnerable adults by reducing their likelihood of exposure from 
infected family members. This is important for vulnerable adults even if 
they are immunized. 
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• The Pfizer vaccine has proven very highly effective at preventing COVID-
19 cases in 12- to 15-year-olds. 

• Children represent a growing proportion of reported cases, and clusters of 
cases have occurred among adolescents in schools and on sports teams. 

• Individuals who are fully vaccinated do not need to quarantine after an 
exposure to someone with COVID-19, which minimizes disruption to the 
individual and their family. 

  

More Information 
To see all vaccination sites and free transportation options to and from vaccination 
appointments, visit vaccine.ky.gov. To see a list of vaccination sites that have 
openings this week, visit vaccinemap.ky.gov. If Kentuckians have questions, they 
should call the state’s COVID-19 Vaccine Hotline, 855-598-2246 or TTY 855-326-
4654 (for deaf or hard-of-hearing Kentuckians). 

Because so many Kentuckians have received COVID-19 vaccines, the state has 
been able to increase capacity in most businesses to 60% and return child care 
classrooms to their traditional sizes. In addition, state officials have been able 
to shorten and simplify Healthy at Work minimum requirements and lift the mask 
mandate for smaller, outdoor events. As outlined in Monday’s release, additional 
restrictions will be lifted May 28. 

For detailed information on COVID-19 vaccinations and more, 
visit kycovid19.ky.gov. 
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