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SUBJECT:
Haemophilus influenzae type B (Hib) Vaccine Shortage

Due to the national Haemophilus influenzae type B (Hib) vaccine shortage, the Kentucky Department for Public Health’s Immunization Program will temporarily allow private medical providers and local health departments to issue a “Provisional Immunization Certificate” for the following scenarios:
· A provisional certificate can be used for a child to enter child care, Head Start or preschool if a child has not completed his/her Hib primary series due to inability to administer the Hib vaccine because of the temporary vaccine shortage.
· A provisional certificate can be used for a child to continue attendance at child care, Head Start or preschool if a child has not received the required booster dose due to the temporary vaccine shortage.  A recall list should be retained by the provider, so that the Hib booster dose can be administered to the child once the Hib vaccine shortage is over.
· According to 902 KAR 2:060 “A provisional certificate should expire fourteen (14) days from the date the next dose is required to be given and is not valid for more than one (1) year.

Despite the shortage, all “high risk” children, such as those with asplenia, sickle cell disease, HIV, other immune syndromes, or those who are Alaskan or Native American, should continue to receive the Hib primary series plus the Hib booster dose to ensure protection against Hib diseases.
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The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) expects the ongoing Hib vaccine shortage to continue until “mid-2009”.  The Kentucky Immunization Program will issue a revision of this policy when CDC reports that an ample supply of Hib vaccine is available.

Please contact Diane Chism, RN, at (502) 564-4478 ext. 3513 or email: Diane.Chism@ky.gov if you have any questions regarding the usage or administration of the Hib vaccine.  Should you have questions regarding ordering or distribution, please contact Laura Harrod at (502) 564-4478 ext. 3855 or email: Laura.Harrod@ky.gov.
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