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Michael Denney, Assistant Director
Division of FRYSC

275 East Main Street, 3 C-G

Frankfort, KY  40621

(502) 564-4986

	Monday, October 6, 2008

	Good afternoon!!!!
I trust this finds you enjoying the cooler temperatures of late as well as the prospect of all the late fall activities.  Many of you will be enjoying fall break later this month.  I trust these quieter days will provide a bit of rest and relaxation for you.  There are several items that I need to mention so please bear with me.

TRYING A NEW DESIGN

I asked Tonya Cookendorfer, our Information Manager, to develop a new format for these bi-monthly chats.  This is a new template that she developed. The Division is fortunate to have someone with her talents to work with us so diligently.   I would be interested in your feedback—what you like and what you don’t.  As you know, I am committed to finding the best approach to provide timely and consistent information to you.  Please drop me a line and let me know what you think of this format.  Suggestions are always welcome.

ARKANSAS VISITORS

I was privileged to host two persons from the Arkansas Department of Education, one from the Arkansas Department of Public Health as well as Governor Beebe’s Education liaison on Thursday, September 25.  We visited two centers in Bullitt County and four in Jefferson County.  They were tremendously impressed with the work that Kentucky is doing at the elementary, middle and high school levels.  One of the comments that day was particularly enlightening.  “Arkansas has all the pieces that Kentucky does—we just lack someone at the building level to coordinate it.”  There was tremendous foresight by the implementation staff of our program to call the key persons at the school level “coordinators”.  You may do a thousand things in the course of the day, but your main role is to “coordinate”.   That is no easy job but the Arkansas guests were amazed at the level and quality of work that is being done.  I want to express my deepest appreciation to Arleta Watkins, Betty Marshall, Sallye Pence, Durk Davidson, Ben Langley and Ellen Smith for their graciousness in working with our erratic schedule and providing such powerful insights into their day to day work.  Thank you so much!!
KCHIP

The work continues toward the November 3 roll out of the mail in applications.  The vast majority of the work right now is internal to the Cabinet.  In the next couple of weeks I will be sharing information about trainings and other information that will be critical as you assist families and provide information to them.  If any news is provided before the next Monday Newsletter on the 20th, I will send a special email.
FALL INSTITUTE

Fall Institute is just three short weeks from now.  I look forward to visiting with many of you during the conference.  I know that most of you will be attending and it is always an exciting and enjoyable time.  The Harry J. Cowherd Awards for Center Excellence are scheduled to begin at 11:45 a.m. on Wednesday, the 29th.  Secretary Janie Miller is planning to be in attendance and will be speaking briefly during that time.  I know that you will want to hear her and you will find her to be an engaging and gracious lady.  Katie Morris of our staff has been working diligently on the award selection activity.  This is a huge undertaking and I appreciate her work very much.

YOUTH RISK BEHAVIOR SURVEY

The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention in Atlanta has selected the sites for the YRBS survey.  I am working with Stephanie Bunge at KDE to identify the FRYSC coordinator at each school.  Stephanie will be emailing you soon if your middle or high school was selected.  The office here will be coordinating the training for administration of the survey.  I will have more announcements about this as it is fleshed out over the next few weeks.  Just watch for an email from Stephanie.
RED RIBBON WEEK 

The National Family Partnership has partnered with Alpharma Pharmaceuticals to educate parents and the public during Red Ribbon Week about prescription drug abuse. The campaign is called “Lock Your Meds”, and the purpose is to build awareness and to launch a call to action to parents and the public to address the growing prescription drug problem. More than 3.1 million teens ages 12 to 17 report abusing prescription drugs. Click on the link below for more information on this new campaign including tips for keeping your child safe from prescription drug abuse and a home medicine inventory card.  The website is http://www.nfp.org/redribbon.htm
PROJECT SAFE NEIGHBORHOODS
Many of you will remember Michelle Metts from the Harry J. Cowherd FRC here in Franklin County.  She now works for DJJ and sent me some great information.  Project Safe Neighborhoods has conducted 12 previous Anti-Gang conferences across the country and the last one scheduled is for Lexington December 16-18. The training is free! See the attached for the conference agenda and registration.
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WASHINGTON D.C. TRIP
I was in Washington D.C. last Wednesday through Friday attending a conference sponsored by the Mott Foundation.  I met people who are working with Afterschool networks from around the nation.  It was a tremendous learning experience and I will be sharing more about it with you as time passes.
CLOSING THOUGHTS

The ebb and flow of life is just that—an ebb and flow.  With each new day there are hardships and there are joys—that is just life.  One of my great joys—as you well know—is my children.  I had the opportunity to take off on September 17-19 and accompany my daughter on two graduate school visits.  We spent one day at Pittsburgh Theological Seminary and one day at Princeton Theological Seminary.  She has been accepted at Princeton with a full tuition scholarship and she is awaiting word from Pittsburgh.  She and her fiancé are trying to decide where they want to live for the first three years of their marriage while she pursues her Master of Divinity degree.  To say that I am proud of her is an understatement.  As we drove and she nodded off to sleep, my mind raced back to the time when she was 3 or 4 years old and used to sit in my lap and tell me about all the things she wanted to do when she grew up.  It seems like it was just a few days ago—but alas, it does not take long to live 20 years.  It just cannot be possible that now she is a college graduate with her career looming before her.  She cannot be old enough to be thinking about graduate school—much less be engaged to be married.  Don’t get me wrong, I love Patrick.  But when I look at her I do not see a grown and beautiful young woman—I still see the little girl who made my heart melt.   Her whole life stretches out before her as an endless ribbon of highway.  Hopefully the intersections will be safe and she will make a huge difference in the world as she passes through it.   
Have a great week!

	Division of Family Resource and Youth Services Centers
http://chfs.ky.gov/dfrcvs/frysc/



_1284815084.pdf
December 16—18 2008 Lexington, Kentucky

About the Training

The goal of this training is to improve the level of knowledge, communication, and collaboration involved in addressing the
criminal gang issue affecting communities throughout the nation. The curriculum is based on current policies and proven

practices and strategies in the criminal justice field. The training is a collaborative effort among federal partners.

Instruction

is provided by experienced practitioners and subject-matter experts at no cost to attendees. This training was developed in
accordance with the U.S. Department of Justice Initiative for Safer Communities to deliver comprehensive anti-gang training
that addresses prevention, enforcement, and prisoner reentry issues for state and local law enforcement and related partner

organizations.

Because all levels of criminal justice have an important role in gang prevention, the Project Safe Neighborhoods Anti-Gang
Training Conference is tailored to address concerns of criminal justice practitioners at multiple levels. Various tracks of
training have been designed to address these specific needs. For additional information about these tracks, please see the

reverse side.

Hotel Information

A limited block of rooms has been reserved at the

Griffin Gate Marriott Resort and Spa for the nights

of December 15-18, 2008, at the government rate

of $91 per night, plus tax, for single occupancy.

Please reference PSN Anti-Gang Training and reserve
your room by December 1, 2008. Reservations

can be made by telephone or online at
http://www.marriott.com/hotels/travel/lexky?groupCode=psn

psna&app=resvlink&fromDate=12/13/08&toDate=12/20/08.
Travel, lodging, and per diem expenses are the
responsibility of the attendee. For law enforcement
personnel, the International Association of Chiefs of
Police (IACP) is providing reimbursement for a limited
number of overnight rooms at the government rate. For
guestions regarding reimbursement for overnight
accommodations, please contact Ms. Amy Lightcap of
the IACP at lightcap@theiacp.org.
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Training Location

Griffin Gate Marriott Resort and Spa
1800 Newtown Pike

Lexington, KY 40511

Phone: (859) 231-5100
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-GANG TRAINING CONFERENCE

o

December 16-18, 2008 * Lexington, Kentucky

Training Format and Tracks

Conference check-in for all of the tracks will begin at 7:00 a.m. on December 16.
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Executives Session (1 day)

This session is not a training, but rather a strategic planning process. It is presented in a roundtable format for key
leaders and will increase awareness of local criminal gang issues and initiatives designed to combat the challenges
that gangs present.

Schedule
December 16—8:30 a.m. — 5:00 p.m.

Line Law Enforcement Track (1 day)

This track is designed to provide attendees with information to address relevant gang issues. Presentations include
Gang Violence Briefing: National and Regional Gang Trends and Where Do Crime Guns Come From? Enrollment is
limited to sworn law enforcement, probation/parole, and corrections officers. (Note: For more in-depth training,
attendees should register for the Investigators and Prosecutors Track. See below for details.)

Schedule
December 16—8:30 a.m. — 5:00 p.m.

Investigators and Prosecutors Track (2.5 days)

This track is designed to enable attendees to explore gang topics in depth. Presentations include Interviewing
Techniques, Overview of Investigative Tools, and Gang Prosecution: Charging Tools. Enrollment is limited to
prosecutors and sworn law enforcement, probation/parole, and corrections officers.

Schedule

December 16—8:30 a.m. — 5:00 p.m.
December 17—8:00 a.m. — 5:00 p.m.
December 18—8:00 a.m. — 12:30 p.m.

Intervention and Prevention Track (2.5 days)

Designed to provide specific information for educational professionals and other professionals who interact with gang-
involved youth. Presentations include Community Gang Problem Assessment, Working With Probation and Parole,
and Gangs in Schools.

Schedule

December 16—8:30 a.m. — 5:00 p.m.
December 17—8:00 a.m. — 5:00 p.m.
December 18—8:00 a.m. — 12:30 p.m.

Registration Questions?

Register online at http://www.iir.com/registration/psnagt.cfm. For questions regarding registration, call the Institute for
There is no registration fee. Once your registration is received  Intergovernmental Research (lIR) at (800) 446-0912,
and accepted, IIR staff will e-mail a confirmation memo. extension 235 or 300. Accommodations will be made for

individuals with disabilities as defined by the Americans
with Disabilities Act (ADA).
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