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                                                                                                  September 10, 2010 
Children will get the services they need… 

Families will get the supports they need… 
First Steps will be within budget… 
 

 

Provider Shortages: 

Several districts expressed the concern about provider shortages affecting their service areas.  This may mean 

the number of providers serving specific counties has decreased or some disciplines may not be represented in a 

county.  First Steps is asking for you to consider the possibility of expanding your service area to capture the 

areas in need.  Primarily, the areas in need are in the more rural areas of the state.  You may know of someone 

interested in working for First Steps and can encourage them to contact Jackie Neal, State Lead Agency Provider 

Enrollment Administrator at 1-877-417-8377 ext. 4049 or jacki.neal@ky.gov for more information about the 

program and directions on how to get started with the enrollment process.  

Thank you for your consideration! 

Professional Development Opportunity: 

Early Speech-Language Development: Taking Theory to the Floor 

Presented by Laura Mize, M.S., CCC-SLP 

KY First Steps Pediatric SLP and founder of www.teachmetotalk.com 

If you’ve struggled with designing effective treatment plans for your youngest clients (ages birth to 4), then 
this is the conference for you!  We’ll be spending the entire day talking about TREATMENT strategies, and I’ll 
introduce you to my SIMPLE TREATMENT HIERARCHY complete with checklists and a whole day full 
of treatment strategies to encompass the entire gamut of your caseloads from non-verbal children with social 
communication disorders to toddlers who are ready to work on intelligibility issues.  How do you make 
treatment decisions, prioritize goals, and determine what techniques to use in sessions? How do you maximize a 
child’s participation in sessions AND your effectiveness as an early intervention professional? This course will 
help you clarify your position, your philosophy, and your overall approach as you provide services for your 
youngest clients. If you’re a seasoned professional (like me!) or a new grad, you’re sure to leave this conference 
with treatment guidelines to support your practice in your state’s early intervention program.  Laura Mize  

 
Where/When:   Edinburgh/Columbus, IN - Thursday, September 17, 2010 
                              Evansville, IN - Thursday, September 23, 2010 
 
For more information about the conference click here.  

 
To register for the Evansville location, click here. 

 
To register for the Edinburgh/Columbus location, click here. 

 
Questions? Email laura@teachmetotalk.com. 
 
 
 
 

   

Newsletter Highlights… 

 Provider shortages-We need your help! 

 PD Opportunities 

 Get involved as an electoral advocate  

 AT survey 

 State Lead Agency Update 
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Be an Electoral Advocate on early experiences for children: 

Download September's Advocacy Developmental Milestone Calendar 

As the November elections approach, you have the opportunity to educate the candidates in your state about 

why early experiences matter. There are many ways you can participate in the electoral process as an individual 

who has research, knowledge, and expertise to share.  

<http://capwiz.com/zerotothree/utr/1/KDWWNBOXBI/LMVUNBPFGT/5685095201> 

Assistive Technology Survey: 
Western Kentucky Assistive Technology Center (WKATC) has compiled a survey to gather baseline data about 
assistive technology in early intervention.    WKATC intends to design trainings geared toward providers, service 
coordinators and primary level evaluators based on feedback from the survey.  Please take a few minutes and 
complete the survey! It is very important WKATC receives as much feedback as possible! 
 

http://www.surveymonkey.com/s/87PRN65 
 
State Lead Agency Update 

DCES Responsibility 

Effective September 1, 2010, the District Child Evaluation Specialists (DCES) began reviewing all requests for 
Record Review prior to submission to the First Steps Record Review Team at the University of Louisville.  Record 
Review may be requested for eligibility determination or service exceptions.  This review is part of the quality 
assurance and leadership roles envisioned for the DCES.   The purpose of the review is to ensure that only 
requests that have all required information are sent forward.   
 
Specialized Technical Assistance Supports 

Three (3) contracts have been awarded that support specialized topics for technical assistance (TA): 

 Western Kentucky Assistive Technology Center will be providing TA and training on Assistive Technology.  

Included in this contract are face-to-face training, online opportunities and a Community of Practice for 

providers and families. 

 Visually Impaired Preschool Services (VIPS) will be developing two online training modules regarding 

early intervention for children with visual impairments, provide face-to-face training and provide TA to 

IFSP teams.  They will also conduct a needs assessment on the provider capacity for children with visual 

impairments.  

 Heuser Hearing Institute will also develop online training modules, provide a face-to-face training and 

provide TA to IFSP teams regarding children who are deaf or have hearing impairments. 
 

Training Updates 

Face-to-Face Provider Orientation  September 21, 2010 in Louisville, KY  TRAIN #1024049 
 

Upcoming Face-to-Face Provider Orientation trainings in October will include one Saturday training to 
accommodate providers who cannot attend training during the work week.  This training will be held in     
Louisville, KY.  Please watch TRAIN and future newsletters for updates on Face-to-Face Provider Orientation 
training. 
 

Assessment trainings are provided by State Technical Assistants throughout the state:  
September: 

         15th: HELP -Louisville  
28th: Carolina-Bowling Green 

http://capwiz.com/zerotothree/utr/1/KDWWNBOXBI/LMVUNBPFGT/5685095201
http://www.surveymonkey.com/s/87PRN65
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      October: 
5th: HELP-Florence 
6th: Carolina-Louisville 
 
December: 

      14th: Carolina-Louisville 
 

Please check TRAIN for additional assessment training opportunities! 
 

Mandatory Child Evaluator Video Conference will be held October 12, 2010 from 1:30-3:30pm.  Registration is now 
available on TRAIN-#1024186.  Deadline for registration is October 5, 2010. 
___________________________________________________________________________________________ 
Family Survey 
The annual First Steps Family Survey will begin hitting mailboxes September 17.  Please encourage families to return 
them promptly.   Familiarize yourself with the survey in case a family has questions. You may answer a family member’s 
question(s) regarding the survey but, please do not choose an answer for them.  Remember the input received on these 
surveys is shared with the Federal Office of Special Education Programs (OSEP) and thus is extremely valuable to the 
Early Intervention System of care.  
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