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Children will get the services they need…

Families will get the supports they need…

First Steps will be within budget…

Free Resources
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 is an electronic data base offering quality materials on topics related to early childhood and early intervention
Free Reproducible Language and Early Literacy Activities in English and Spanish 
Supporting Early Literacy in Natural Environments: Activities for Caregivers and Young Children is a set of resources developed in 2005 by Angela Notari-Syverson and Kristin Rytter, with Judy Challoner, Faith Haertig Sadler, Young Sook Lim, Marilyn Sturm, and Rodd Hedlund. These materials include forty-six home and community activities for adults and preschool children that encourage early language and literacy development in young children. They are appropriate for children with disabilities as well as children who are developing typically.

To download the materials, which are available in English and Spanish, go to www.walearning.com and click on the purple button that says "Free Parent Education Handouts" on the home page.
Transition Resources 
Researchers at the National Early Childhood Transition Center (NECTC) have recently released findings from two studies. The first study, Use of Transition Practices by Public Preschool Teachers, provides information from a national survey on the use of practices to support the transition to preschool and the transition to kindergarten. 
The second publication, Strategies to Support Transition for Children with Special Needs, highlights successful strategies that were identified via national focus group sessions.
Desired Family Outcomes of the Early Childhood Transition Process 
The National Early Childhood Transition Center (NECTC) has published a new research brief describing critical family outcomes to be considered when designing transition services for young children. It is available online at http://www.ihdi.uky.edu/nectc/Documents/PRESENTATIONS/What's%20New%20Blurbs/familyoutcomes%20(2).pdf

Full citation: Harbin, G., Rous, B., Peeler, N., Schuster, J., & McCormick, K. (2007). Desired family outcomes of the early childhood transition process (NECTAC Research Brief #5). Lexington, KY: National Early Childhood Transition Center.
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Upcoming Trainings:

Registration is now open for Paving the Way for Transition that Leads to School Success Series 
The Paving the Way online training modules are an overview of the process Kentucky has embraced for children prenatal to age six to provide transition planning at the state, regional and local level.

Summer 2010 Registration Information

·         Registration will be open until July 19 at midnight.  

·         The cost is $20, payable by MasterCard or Visa only.

·         Course will be online between July 21 and August 21.  Users are able to complete the           

          course at their own schedule and pace.  All activities must be completed by August 21. 

·         Certificates will be emailed to learners who have completed the course after August  

          22.

·         A total of 4 contact/credit hours will be available for this course. 
Additional information and a link to register is available online at: www.kentuckypartnership.org/pavingtheway.  
Questions?  Email paving@lsv.uky.edu.  
SAFE KIDS

Safe Kids and the MetLife Foundation have partnered to bring you a series of safety videos highlighting how you can take precautions in the home to help prevent injuries to children with physical, developmental or cognitive disabilities. The series profiles three families, all of whom have a child with a different special need.

http://www.safekids.org/safety-basics/special-needs/
2010 Infant Toddler Institute

August 9- Pre Institute

August 10-11 Institute

Located at the Hyatt Regency and Lexington Convention Center

Online registration is open through July 15. Onsite registration only after July 15.

www.kentuckypartnership.org/infanttoddler 

For a listing of all First Steps session approvals, go to the session descriptions on the website and look for sessions  marked with a + (plus sign) .  

Provider Moratorium/New Provider Enrollment Training
Currently First Steps has a new provider moratorium in place.  This means that the provider orientation modules have been deactivated on TRAIN and all face to face orientation trainings have been put on hold.  The projected lift date of the moratorium is currently August 1, 2010.  Please note that with the new regulations waiting to be signed, that the orientation modules may not be posted by August 1,2010h.  Updates on this matter will be posted in the newsletters and on the First Steps website.  

Coordinator’s Update
End of Year Statistics

	
	Total  for Fiscal Year (July 1, 2009-June 30, 2010)

	Number Screened 

Note: Screening instituted December, 2009
	3532

	Number  Referrals
	7044

	Number Eligible
	4497

	Number Evaluated and Not Eligible
	865

	Number with Active IFSPs
	9624

	Total Number of Children who received a  service by First Steps
	12,326



State Lead Agency Operations
· Moratorium on enrollment of new providers is extended until August 1, 2010. 
· The Federal Grant Award letter has not been received to date.

· SPP/APR activities begin soon with the Family Survey going out to families with

children with active IFSPs.  Mailing is targeted for early August.

DISTRICT DETERMINATION CORRECTION

After reviewing the district determinations in greater detail it was discovered that incorrect data was used to determine the birth to one (APR indicator 5) and birth to three (APR indicator 6) participation rates.  

This correction resulted in two districts moving from the Needs Assistance category into the Meet Requirements category.  Congratulations to the Barren River and Big Sandy districts for their improved performance.  

The State Lead Agency sincerely apologizes for the miscommunication.

Close of Fiscal Year

First Steps is in the process of closing out the books for 2009-2010 fiscal year.  Budget status will not be known until all billing for services provided before July 1 are fully processed.  Providers, remember that there is a 60 day window from the date of service for billing.  
Billing Question of the Week:

How can I figure out which kids/service logs are included on the check I just received?

On the TOTS home page of the agency administrator there is an “Agency Invoice Report” feature.   All independently contracted providers are listed as an agency administrator as this allows you to complete the billing features of TOTS.  This report allows the agency administrator to view the list of approved and disapproved claims in a given date range.  The TOTS payment cycle is provided on the First Steps website (http://chfs.ky.gov/dph/firstSteps/default.htm) under the TOTS tab on the left hand side.  Keep in mind that the payment cycle is based on the approval date of the billing on the accounts payable page.  
The date range of this report will default to a start date that is the first day of the month and an end date that is the day before you open the report.  However, you are able to manually select the date range for the report.  For example: if you were to open this report today your start date would be 07/01/2010 and your end date would be 07/08/2010.  To check the invoice report for the paycheck issued June 30th, you would enter 06/08/2010 as the start date and 06/21/2010 as the end date and click the “Generate Payment Detail” button.  This report will list the child ID, child name, service, provider, service log ID, service date, unit/duration, amount paid by insurance and the amount paid by First Steps for all approved claims.  It also provides a list of any claim that was disapproved.  
“Summer Break!  No newsletter until August 13th .”
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