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Children will get the services they need…
Families will get the supports they need…
First Steps will be within budget…

Autism Spectrum Disorders: Diagnosis, Prevalence, and Services for Children and Families 

The most recent issue of the Society for Research in Child Development's Social Policy Report provides a summary of selected recent studies on Autism Spectrum Disorder (ASD) diagnosis, prevalence, and intervention. The authors include strategies for developing social policies to help improve the outcomes and independence of children and adults with ASDs. Autism Spectrum Disorders: Diagnosis, Prevalence, and Services for Children and Families (2010), by Catherine Lord and Somer L. Bishop is available online at: http://www.srcd.org/index.php?option=com_docman&task=doc_download&gid=930&Itemid=99999999 .

Source: Society for Research in Child Development; NECTAC eNotes 4/30/10

Autism Resources 
The Autism Society of America (ASA) recently launched a Spanish-language section on its award-winning web site. The new section features 18 different links to information about autism, a checklist of common characteristics of autism, tips for parents, a variety of treatment options, educational approaches and programs for children and information on Federal programs. To view the new section, go to http://www.autism-society.org/.

Autism A.L.A.R.M. is a concise list of facts and recommendations from the American Academy of Pediatrics and the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention. Each letter of the acronym conveys important information (e.g., “L” is for “Listen to Parents”). Download the document (214Kb) at: http://www.medicalhomeinfo.org/screening/Autism%20downloads/AutismAlarm.pdf .

Family Voice: 
The Kentucky Autism Training Center (KATC) has recently published The Kentucky Family Guide to Autism Spectrum Disorders. This guide was developed and written by parents of individuals with autism spectrum disorders. The information included in this manual is a result of their answer to the question:  When your child was first diagnosed, what information did you need most?  You can download the entire guide, or you can also download the chapters of the guide separately. 

The mission of the Kentucky Autism Training Center is to strengthen our state's systems of support for persons affected by autism by bridging research to practice and by providing training and resources to families and professionals. KATC is committed to improving the quality of life for those affected by ASD. The family guide is available at the following web address:   https://louisville.edu/education/kyautismtraining/ .

Coordinator’s Update
District Determinations
	States are required to monitor the implementation of the Individuals with Disabilities Education Improvement Act (IDEIA) by local Early Intervention Services (EIS) programs.  In Kentucky local EIS programs are defined as the regional Point of Entry (POE) Districts.  States must use the same four categories in IDEIA section 616(d) as the Office of Special Education Programs (OSEP) in making determinations of the status of EIS programs and use the similar criteria for the assessment of performance.    
Determinations for FFY 2008 (July 1, 2008-June 30, 2009)
a. Meets Requirements—No POE in this category
b. Needs Assistance—2 POEs in this category
Needs Assistance for a second year—2 POEs
Needs Assistance for a third year—1 POE
Needs Assistance for a fourth year—10 POEs
c. Needs Intervention—No POE in this category
d. Needs Substantial Intervention-- No POE in this category
The Pennyrile, Northern Kentucky and Lake Cumberland POEs made substantial improvements to move from lower determinations to higher levels. All POEs are required to operate under a Corrective Action Plan (CAP) ; however, the POEs that are in the Needs Assistance for the fourth year (NA4) are required to operate under a state directed Compliance Agreement.  POEs may not remain in NA4 another year.
Improved performance is the responsibility of the POE staff and all early intervention providers in the district.  Each POE’s performance per State Performance Plan Indicators  #1 Timely Service,# 2  Services in the Natural Environment, # 4 Family Outcomes, # 5 and 6 Child Find, #7 IFSP Timeline, and # 8 Transition will be posted on the web within the next few weeks.  Beginning in 2011, performance on Indicator #3, Child Outcomes, will be publicly reported as well.  
Change in Definition of Timely Services
Beginning July 1, 2010, the definition of timely services changed to 30 days for the start of initial IFSP services.  This change was based on a recommendation of the Interagency Coordinating Council (ICC) and has been accepted by OSEP.  Changes to TOTS to accommodate this change for POE management reports are in process.
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Ne NEW Provider Enrollment Moratorium is in effect through July 15, 2010.
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