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                                                                                                           April 30, 2010
Children will get the services they need…
Families will get the supports they need…

First Steps will be within budget…

Family Share Update from Lisa Dorman, Family Share Administrator:
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April 1 has been the start of a new year for the Family Share chart.  However, this year’s federal poverty guidelines have NOT been released as of yet.  As soon as the new figures are posted, the chart will be updated to reflect any changes and disbursed via email, our newsletter and the First Steps home page.  Please see the message below in red print; this is from the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services:
IMPORTANT…Training Updates:

Providers, please verify if you have met the requirements of your contract that will expire on June 30, 2010.  Currently, data was pulled from TRAIN and the State Lead Agency found about 1060 providers with no record of taking an assessment class (HELP, AEPS, or Carolina) during this contract period.  Also, over 1000 providers have not completed a 3-hour course in typical early childhood development.  Providers can fulfill this contract obligation by completing course # 1017539, Principles of Child Development on TRAIN.  See the Coordinators Update on page 3 for instructions how to check training records.
The Regional Technical Assistants will be providing additional assessment trainings throughout the state in May and June to assist those providers who still need to fulfill this contract obligation.  Please check the TRAIN website at https://ky.train.org/ to view what trainings will be offered in your area!
Family Voice:

Barren Heights Retreat is a non-denominational 501c3 public charity. This Christian charity is operated solely by volunteers. The campus, located in Allen County, Kentucky near Barren River Lake ,was completed in 2005 for the primary purpose of hosting mini-vacation style retreats for families who have one or more children with a physical or developmental disability. The family enrichment retreats run Friday evening through Sunday afternoon between May and October, and they are free.

Joe and Toni Rose, founders of Barren Heights Retreat, saw a need and wanted to do what they could to fill it. The Rose’s have tremendous respect for parents and caretakers of children with disabilities and felt that those families could use a weekend getaway at a facility that was designed with their specific needs in mind.

Providers, please share this wonderful resource with the families your serve.  Encourage families to learn more about Barren Heights Retreat at www.barrenheights.com or at 502-327-9495.  Applications are available online for families to fill out and submit to be eligible to take part in a wonderful family friendly weekend retreat!
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The Consumer Involvement Fund provides financial assistance to persons with developmental disabilities, their families, guardians and others within their support networks to attend conferences and short-term educational programs. The council provides this benefit to enhance capacity building throughout the state. This funding (if approved) will cover attendance to Infant-Toddler conference.  Providers should encourage their families to attend.  This funding even covers childcare/respite for families during the conference.
To apply for assistance to attend conferences or educational programs or participate in advocacy events and activities, send a request in writing, describing the purpose for which you are applying. Include a fund application form, brochure or other materials regarding the event you want to attend and the amount you are able to pay and the amount you are requesting from the fund.  Click on the link below to download the application form.
2010 Consumer Involvement Fund application
Mail or fax the completed form to:

KCDD c/o Carol Wray
100 Fair Oaks Lane, 4E-F
Frankfort, KY  40601

Fax: 502/ 564-9826 attn: Carol Wray

Coordinator’s Update
Provider Enrollment

All First Steps early intervention providers will receive a letter through the mail from the State Lead Agency regarding enrollment as an early intervention provider for the time period July 1, 2010 through June 30, 2012.  Letters will be mailed from Frankfort beginning Friday so providers should expect to receive the letter next week.
Providers who are unsure about their status to re-enroll can check their training record on TOTS.  They need to check the “User Profile”.  The following codes are used to denote trainings:

SC—Service Coordination Module

AS—Cabinet Approved Criterion Referenced   Assessment (5AA)

DS—Data System
EC—Child Development Course/Training
FF—Face to Face Orientation Training

If there is a discrepancy or question about the record in TOTS, please contact the State Lead Agency at chfs.firststeps@ky.gov .  Some providers have sent in requests for approval of training that have not been processed at the State Lead Agency to date.  These are high priority for completion within the next two weeks.
First Steps Training Coordinator

First Steps welcomes Tammie Isenberg as the First Steps Training Coordinator effective May 1, 2010.  Tammie is a previous Point of Entry Manager for the Lake Cumberland district and has experience as a service coordinator.   She is housed at the State Lead Agency in Frankfort.  She has a full slate of activities to implement—we are glad she’s here!
Kudos to POEs!
First Steps has been working very hard to improve compliance with the requirements for transitioning children out of the system.  One of the requirements, timely transition planning conferences, has been one with very low compliance rates in the past.  The following POEs have 100% compliance for this requirement: Bluegrass, Barren River, Big Sandy, Buffalo Trace, Cumberland Valley, FIVCO, Gateway, Kentucky River, Purchase and Pennyrile.   These results are really great!  
First Steps Budget News
First Steps is currently operating within budget.  The future is unforeseen –as of today, there is no state budget for FY11.  Rumors abound in Frankfort about what will happen on July 1, 2010.  We do not have a crystal ball at the State Lead Agency and can only encourage everyone to continue providing quality early intervention services to children and families.  Whatever the future holds, we will deal with it the best we can, holding to our goals:

· Children will get the services they need.

· Families will get the supports they need.

· First Steps will be within budget.
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The Congressional Record (House) (December 16, 2009, p. H15370) provided the following explanation of this Congressional action in Pub. L. 111-118: 


A Federal Register � HYPERLINK "http://aspe.hhs.gov/poverty/09extensionfedreg.shtml" �notice� about this initial extension of the 2009 poverty guidelines was published on January 22, 2010. (See Federal Register, Vol. 75, No. 14, January 22, 2010, pp. 3734-3735.) 


2.  On March 2, 2010, the Congress enacted and the President signed the Temporary Extension Act of 2010 (Pub. L. 111-144), which included a provision affecting the poverty guidelines.  Section 7 of this law amended Section 1012 of the Department of Defense Appropriations Act, 2010, by replacing “March 1, 2010” with “March 31, 2010”.  The effect of this was to extend the 2009 poverty guidelines until at least March 31, 2010. 


3.  On April 15, 2010, the Congress enacted and the President signed the Continuing Extension Act of 2010 (Pub. L. 111-157), which included a provision affecting the poverty guidelines.  Section 6 of this law amended Section 1012 of the Department of Defense Appropriations Act, 2010 (as amended by Pub. L. 111-144), by replacing “March 31, 2010” with “May 31, 2010”.  The effect of this was to extend the 2009 poverty guidelines until at least May 31, 2010. 


We will provide updated information about the post-May-31 period when it becomes available. 








1
2

