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                                                                                                             April 2, 2010
Children will get the services they need…
Families will get the supports they need…

First Steps will be within budget…

“When you do that thing you do”

Just like the song from the movie reminds us, we all have practices and behaviors that we participate in for various reasons.  It’s important that as we “do our thing” in early intervention, that we base our planning and interventions on sound research.  Many practices have been interjected into early interventions that don’t have the research to support their use.  One particular challenge that providers have is using a team model of intervention that has been found not to be effective in supporting families.  “The still common practice of focusing on services and multiple disciplines implementing decontextualized, child-focused, deficit-based interventions is not effective early intervention and is, in fact, bad practice.  (Sheldon & Rush, 2001, Dunst, Bruder, Trivette, Raab, Hamby & McLean, 2001; Dunst, Trivette, Humphries, Raab, & Roper, 2001).  As you begin planning for a child, seek out professional resources for the latest information about effective early intervention practices for supporting families and children who have disabilities and developmental delays.  

The following resources can get you started:

www.fpg.unc.edu/~handouts/EBD_Odom_Buysse.pdf.

www.asha.org (search Early Intervention)

www.apta.org (search Early Intervention)

http://www.dec-sped.org/
http://www.vanderbilt.edu/csefel/
http://ies.ed.gov/ncee/wwc/reports/Topic.aspx?tid=13 (What Works Clearinghouse)
Family Voice: Pam Mattox, DCES                          
As a parent, it’s scary to think that someone is working with my child who doesn’t have a clue about her diagnosis.  My child has a very rare neurological disorder.  I wasn’t surprised when the members of my daughter’s First Steps intervention team had never heard of her diagnosis.  However, I was very reassured when therapists would tell me that they would research her diagnosis.  Her therapists reviewed her medical records for recommendations.  One interventionist even accompanied my daughter and me to a visit with her doctor.  I appreciate the extra efforts that my daughter’s team made and believe it ultimately helped us to have more appropriate and successful interventions.  
POE Update: Kelly Basham, Lincoln Trail

Lincoln Trail District POE is very proud of the service coordinators and providers who have worked so hard to provide quality services to our families. Our district was recently released from all portions of the CAP by meeting compliance with Indicators 1 and 8C relating to timely service delivery and transition.  

 

Our district is currently being impacted by the Ft. Knox Base Realignment and Closure (BRAC). There are still several thousand more people who are expected to be transferring into the area.  This will result in a population increase of at least 12,000-15,000 people, who primarily will be living off post, before the end of 2011. There is a significant increase in children with special needs being seen in the local school systems, as well as being referred to early intervention. We have also been blessed with some wonderful therapists in Lincoln Trail as a result of their transfer to our community. 

 

The Lincoln Trail District POE continues to seek opportunities to promote First Steps and early intervention services at local health fairs and through development of one-on-one partnerships with physicians, childcare providers, and potential referral sources. One such partnership is with the Hardin Memorial Hospital Obstetrics Department. In order to provide families with valuable information about resources in their community, Hardin Memorial Hospital agreed to include our First Steps pamphlet as part of their informational packet. This collaboration resulted in referrals of some of our youngest children.

Coordinator’s Update
The State Lead Agency is working on a response to the initial analysis of the APR submitted in February.  The clarification week ends April 12, 2010 and the series of public hearings on the federal application begin that very same day.  Three public hearings will be held and all hearings will be held from 3 pm to 5 pm.   The dates and locations are:
April 12, 2010

Northern Kentucky Area Development District (NKADD)




22 Spiral Drive   Florence KY
April 13, 2010

Lexington Public Library Auditorium




140 East Main Street   Lexington KY 


April 14, 2010

Lincoln Trail Health Department




108 New Glendale Road   Elizabethtown   KY  
Written comments related to the application will be accepted from March 29, 2010 through April 29, 2010.  Written comments may be sent to:  Paula Goff, Part C Coordinator, CHFS, DPH, 275 East Main Street, HS2WC, Frankfort, KY 40621 or to email address chfs.firststeps@ky.gov .

Contract Renewal/ New Provider Enrollment
Contract renewal period is coming soon!  Early intervention service providers will be receiving an official notice of contract renewal in the coming weeks.  There will be a moratorium on enrolling new providers under the current contract (which expires June 30, 2010) beginning May 1, 2010.  
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